
 

 

NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH BURLINGTON SCHOOL BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2021 
Executive Session at 6:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Laura Rowntree 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young 

 

GUESTS 

No guests 

 

REGULAR SESSION 

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Bridget Burkhardt called for a motion to enter executive session at 6:02 p.m. to discuss labor 
negotiations with administrators, teachers and support staff and added that it would be 
significantly disadvantageous to the district not to do so in executive session. Alex McHenry 
made the motion and Brian Minier seconded, a roll call vote was held, and all were in favor. The 
Board requested that David Young attend executive session.  
 

Discussion Regarding Labor Negotiations with Administrators, Teachers, & Support Staff 

In: 6:02 p.m. 

Out: 7:01 p.m. 

No Action 
 
The executive session was closed at 7:01 p.m. 
 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Laura Rowntree 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young, Delina Gilroy, Joanne Godek, Violet Nichols, Gary Marckres 

 

GUESTS (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

6 guests 
 
Regular Session 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Comments and Questions from the Public 

There were none. 
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Amendments to the Agenda 

David Young amended the agenda to remove Monitoring Report 2.1 Treatment of Students and 

Parents/Guardians. This will be added as a future agenda. 

 

Announcements/Student Representative Report 

• CAP week at the high school begins this Friday and runs thru Wednesday.  

• Early winter break will begin on December 23 and schools will reopen on January 3. 

• Congratulations to the SBHS Speech and Debate Team for winning second place at the 

Colchester tournament.  

• Congratulations to the 20 fifth grade authors at Gertrude Chamberlin School whose 

stories were selected for publication in an upcoming book called “Ridiculous Writers: The 

Weird and Wonderful.”  

• Lego Robotics team at FHT Middle School will have its first competition in January. 

• Winter activities started this week. 

 

Junior Student Representative 

Hiba Ali said she has received five Junior Student Representative applications. Hiba forwarded 

the five applications to Bridget and Brian. Bridget will reach out to the students to see when they 

will be available to meet with Brian and Bridget. She would like to have the process completed 

by mid-January. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Covid-19 Update 

David Young said Vermont still has a high number of Covid-19 cases. He said that staffing at 

the schools is an issue. We have conducted over 550 tests in the Test to Stay program. We are 

hoping that with an increase in vaccinations that we will be able to conduct fewer tests after 

children are fully vaccinated. 

 

Vaccine Mandate 

David Young said there have been no updates on a vaccine mandate. Alex McHenry said he is 

still in favor of a vaccine mandate for all SBSD staff. 

 

Impact Fee 

David Young said they have not met since the last report but are gathering information for RSG 

and the Impact Fee Committee. They do expect and update soon.   

 

Next Steps at the Elementary Schools to Deal with Urgent Enrollment Situation 

David Young said he met with the Enrollment Committee twice since the December 1st meeting. 

The committee is looking at the specific options available to ease overcrowding at the 

elementary schools. The group has identified options and are working with Dore and Whittier to 

discuss the options and costs to include in the budget for FY 2023. The committee is looking at 

short-term, mid-range, and long-term options. The next meeting of the full committee is 

scheduled for January 4. 
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City/School Update 

David Young said he and Bridget Burkhardt have not met with city leaders since the last 

meeting. The next meeting with the city is scheduled for early January. 

 

Community Engagement 

Recent community engagement activities 

David Young held a Drop-in Zoom Chat on Monday and the Enrollment Committee was held 

last night. There is another Drop-in Zoom Chat tomorrow evening about running for the school 

board with former board members in attendance including Diane Bugbee, Martin LaLonde, and 

Julie Beatty. 

 

Other Paper Articles 

Brian Minier will be submitting the next article on social and emotional learning. He is working 

with Joanne Godek on the article. 

 

Budget Hearing on FY 2023 Budget 

David Young and Gary Marckres shared what the administration has proposed for the FY 2023 

budget. The overview included the factors impacting the FY 2023 Budget from the budget 

worksheet including the CLA, Equalized Pupils, and Property Yield. David Young, Joanne 

Godek, and Violet Nichols gave an overview of the position additions to the budget with local 

funds and the grant-funded positions and explained the need for each of the positions.  

 

Board members had concerns that some of the grant-funded positions to help our students 

would need to be cut when the ARP ESSER funding ends.  

  

Board members and community members asked several questions and made suggestions to 

add clarity to the positions to be added to the budget. 

 

A member of the audience asked the administration to add additional detail to the document that 

explains the need for each of the additional positions in the district before it is presented to the 

community and posted to the web for transparency purposes. 

 

The administration explained that they are still waiting for the Equalized Pupil data from the 

state. 

 

Budget Timeline and Communication Plan 

When is the last possible date to approve the budget? David Young will ask Corey Burdick to 

share the most recent budget communication document. 

 

Anti-Racism Initiatives 

Equity Policy 

Bridget Burkhardt shared the revised version of the Equity Policy with some of the changes 

suggested by the community members and a review of the Vermont School Boards Association 

policy. 
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Board members and members of the community discussed what was added to the policy and 

what was left out of the policy. 

 

David Young will discuss the policy and David Shiman’s email (specifically #3 ensuring equity in 

matters related to scheduling and grouping) with Violet Nichols and Joanne Godek to see if this 

should be added to the Equity Policy or if it is too identifiable for individual students. 

 

This will be brought back to the January 5 school board meeting for action. 

 

Legislative Letter 

Alex McHenry shared the Legislative letter. The board discussed the letter and made suggested 

edits. Alex will send the letter this week. 

 

Agenda Planning - Set agenda for January 5, 2022 school board meeting 

The board discussed the agenda for the January 5 meeting.  

 

Future Agenda Items 

The board discussed future agenda items. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Minutes of Meeting of November 23 & 29 and December 1 & 7, 2021 

The minutes were approved as amended. 

 

Approval of AP Order #21 & #22 

There were no questions regarding Accounts Payable Order #20. The consent agenda was 

approved by consensus. 

 

AP Check to Howard Center 

Alex McHenry made the motion to approve the AP Check to the Howard Center and Brian 

Minier seconded. A roll call vote was held. All were in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Adjournment 

Brian Minier made the motion to adjourn and Alex McHenry seconded the motion. A roll call 

vote was held. All were in favor. The motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 10:42 p.m. 

 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Bridget Burkhardt, Chair    Brian Minier, Clerk 


